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Surface molecules of T. cruzi play important roles in the interaction between this parasite and its host. We have identified a
cDNA encoding a CD209-related protein, DC-SIGN, highly homologous to the CD209 protein described as a receptor for
Leishmania major. DC-SIGN has a dual function, as in addition to its adhesive and phagocytic activities, it possesses a C-
type lectin-like domain recognized by antibodies directed against Leishmania. In this study, we show that the T. cruzi
homolog of DC-SIGN (TcDC-SIGN), which is expressed at the surface of different T. cruzi stages, is involved c6a93da74d
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